MATHEMATICS 202

READING QUESTIONS – MATHEMATICS AS A CREATIVE ART
These questions are meant as a guide for you while you read.  You do not need to write up answers to be handed in, but you should be prepared to discuss them in class.  You might also use these as a way to prepare for the reading quiz.

1. What do you think mathematics is?  Do you fall into any of the categories that Underwood Dudley (the editor) outlines?

2.  What are the two cultures that C. P. Snow reportedly deplores?  (And who the heck is C. P. Snow, and why should we care what he deplores?)  

3.  The author compares mathematicians with missionaries.  What does he say these two groups have in common?

4.  What does the author mean by mathology?  How does this differ from mathophysics?

5.  What does the author say that mathematicians do not do?

6.  What does the author say that mathematics is not?

7.  What, then, is mathematics?  Why do mathematicians study this stuff?

8.  What analogies does the author use to try to communicate his views on mathematics?    Do you find these analogies effective?

Also read the questions at the end of the article, especially number 4.

